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TERM DATES 2022/2023
Term 4 10 October to 2 December 2022
Term 1 30 January to 24 March 2023
Term 2 24 April to to 16 June 2023
Term 3 17 July to 8 September 2023
Term 4 9 October to 1 December 2023

DIARY DATES
Monday 5 December — Tutors’ Lunch

Wednesday 7 December — Picnic in the 
Park
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President’s Report

This report was presented at the November 2022 
Annual General Meeting.

2022 has been an unusual year for U3A Knox. Finally, 
after two years of restrictions, members were able to 
resume face–to–face classes and activities, but we also 
had to pack up Parkhills and move our home base to the 
Boronia Bellbird Campus. Understandably there were 
a few hiccups but finally classes and the office settled 
into a routine and life began to resemble some sort of 
normality. Boronia Bellbird Campus will continue to 
be our home base in 2023, but it will be worth the wait 
to eventually move back to our refurbished Parkhills 
Campus with additional classrooms and extra shared 
facilities. I would like to acknowledge and thank 
Knox City Council for the generous support they are 
providing to U3A Knox during the Fairpark Building 
Project.

A community group the size of U3A Knox requires 
a dedicated team of volunteers working together in 
all areas of the organisation to achieve our aims and 
objectives of providing educational, recreational, 
and social programs to our 1200 plus members. The 
members and I are very fortunate to have a Management 
Committee of highly skilled and dedicated people 
working with and for us. I would sincerely like to 
thank Vice President and Course Coordinator Cristina 
Varsavsky, Secretary Brigitte Salwat, Treasurer Bev 
Clement, Database Manager Robyn McKay, Knox 

City Council Relationship Manager Anne Sherrard, 
Office Manager Carol Shade, Communications and 
Publicity Manager Kathleen Meekings, Technical 
Manager David Kerrisk, Events Coordinator Daphne 
Ristic and our Minutes Secretary Robyn Dobbie for 
all the time, effort, and knowledge they give to U3A 
Knox.

I would also like to thank our Office Managers Carol 
Shade, Georgina Hedderwick, Phil Tomlinson and 
Norelle Rawson for their commitment and diligence 
in keeping our office running and functional under 
less than ideal conditions this year. My thanks also 
to Daryl Barrett, who generously gives his time to 
audit the U3A Knox financials each year. It is much 
appreciated.

As a community, we have not had the opportunity 
over the past two years to come together at our usual 
larger social events as often as we would have liked, 
but we have enjoyed several smaller gathering this 
year: Barefoot Bowls, the 1812 Theatre Event, and 
our Mid–year Social Lunch which were enjoyed by all 
who attended. The Fashion Parade was postponed but 
will occur next year. I would like to thank the Events 
Committee members Daphne Ristic, Lyn Davies, Bill 
Rumney and Jan Brookes for the time and effort they 
give to organising our social events. The final two 
events this year will be the Tutors’ Lunch and our 
Picnic in the Park at the Tim Neville Arboretum.
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Also thank you to our members who braved 
Melbourne’s unpredictable weather to volunteer at 
the U3A Knox Scoresby Bunnings Sausage Sizzles 
and special thanks to Paul Jones and Tony Burgess for 
coordinating the events.

To our Tutors, all 100 of you, thank you. You willingly 
share your skills, talents, and knowledge. You 
encourage and provide members with the opportunity 
to discover hidden talents, learn new skills and widen 
their social circles. You provide 130 classes and 
activities per week with dedication and passion.

U3A Knox classes and groups regularly participate 
in events and projects within our local and regional 
community. This year, Friday’s Quilting group 
donated 20 quilts to the Austin Hospital Marion 
Drummond Child and Adolescent Unit. Six members 
of our Cycling groups joined the 500km ride to raise 
funds for the Rotary Health Project for Medical 
Research. Our Music Muster group is well known for 
performing at community events, this year including 
the Melbourne Ukulele Festival. Our Tatting ladies 
made beautiful cross–shaped bookmarks and donated 
them to the Grannies in Ukraine Project.

U3A Knox also participated in the Knox Seniors 
Festival at Carrington Park showcasing many of our 
classes and activities.

A Special General Meeting was held on 19 August  
2022, to vote on an amendment to our Constitution, 
that the President may be re–elected provided he or 
she has not held the position for three consecutive 
previous terms. Other members of the committee may 
be re–elected. This allows for a staggering of election 
of new Committee members, as well as providing 
stability and succession planning for future U3A 
Knox Management Committees.

U3A Knox was successful in applying for a grant of 
$5,596 from the Department of Jobs, Precincts and 
Region to purchase four new laptops for the office, 
which will be most welcome.

In 2023 U3A Knox will celebrate its 30th Anniversary. 
We will celebrate the people with the foresight to 
establish our organisation, as well as the thousands 
of members over 30 years who have contributed to 
making U3A Knox an integral part of the City of 
Knox community it is today.

Finally thank you to all our members, for your 
ongoing support and understanding over the last 
couple of years. We as an organisation have a lot to 
look forward to and a bright future ahead of us.

I wish you all a very safe, happy and holy Christmas.

Jan Bottcher 
U3A Knox President.

Some of the participants in the U3A Knox November 2022 AGM on Zoom
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Course Coordinator’s Report
Some of this report was presented at the November 
2022 Annual General Meeting. See the full report at 
www.u3aknox.org.au.

After two long years of disruptions, we finally 
completed an uninterrupted year of activities. 2022 
was a year of transition. It was a transition back to 
normal, learning how to live with COVID. It involved 
some extra layers of care for each other and compliance 
with social distancing, cleaning and checking 
vaccination status, but we made it through. It was also 
a year of transition to new teaching venues that saw 
our classroom–based activities spread over two main 
locations: Carrington Park and our Boronia Bellbird 
Campus. Initially this decentralisation proved to be a 
challenge to some members and tutors, but as always, 
our community was wonderfully accommodating, 
and soon adapted to the new conditions.

Overall, I believe we have managed these transitions 
successfully.

Enrolments have decreased 
As it is the case with all other U3As, our enrolment 
numbers have dropped significantly compared to 
pre–COVID levels. We had a total of 2974 course 
enrolments in 2019 and 2407 in 2022, resulting in 
a 19% decrease. We also observe a shift towards 
courses that involve physical activities, from 44% of 
total enrolments in 2019, to 50% in 2022. Academic, 
arts, craft and music courses are now taking a lesser 
share of total enrolments. This shift may be partly due 
to the pandemic, but the retirement of some tutors and 
the changing demographic of our membership may 
also be compounding factors.

Our tutors are wonderful
Our tutors are the engine of our organisation; without 
their selfless commitment and dedication, we would 
not have our U3A. I am immensely grateful to the 
them for their continued dedication and passion 
for providing so many stimulating learning and 
networking experiences to U3A Knox members.

Congratulations to the tutors who will receive a 2022 
Service Award:
5 years as tutor
Chris Chappell — Golf
Shoba Gupta — Yoga
Robyn McKay — Latin
William Neale — Golf

Margaret Sheridan —Rummikub
Willie Yeung — Line Dancing
Melinda Yeung — Line Dancing
10 years as tutor
Petra Cozens — Bridge
Steven Damm — Psychology
Kaye Neale — Golf
Judith Wright — Bushwalking
Kaye Neale — Golf
15 years as tutor
Yvonne Foster — Aerobics
Elaine Lai — Gentle Exercise
Big congratulations also to Rita Knight (Dancing) 
and Sylvia Don (Patchwork and Quilting) who 
have reached the milestone of 20 years as tutors 
and have been awarded Life Membership. What an 
achievement!

The year ahead

The course list for Term 1 is now finalised and ready 
for enrolments to open on November 19. There are 
124 courses listed.

These courses will be led by 96 tutors. Renewal 
of the pool of tutors is a constant challenge for an 
organisation that caters for senior citizens. Some of 
our tutors have led courses for many years and are 
reaching their retirement age. It is good to see that 
many of them are actively thinking about the transition 
and are training the next generation of tutors.

We are always looking for new courses, and I offer 
an open invitation to all our members to think of their 
skills and passions and how they could share them 
with other members. It does not need to be a year–
long commitment and it does not have to be delivered 
every week. If you have an idea, please contact me to 
discuss it.

The year ahead brings the challenge of re–building 
our membership, course offerings and enrolment 
numbers, and I believe we are well positioned to 
move forward. The planning for the fitting of our 
new and refurbished classrooms at Fairpark is also 
promising to be exciting. I look forward to 2023 with 
great enthusiasm.

Cristina Varsavsky 
Course Coordinator
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City Walk

Calling all Ron Henderson’s City Walkers
This will be our last walk and will have a Christmas 
theme.

Board the last carriage of the 8.56am Belgrave train 
from your usual station on Monday 28 November 
2022. After arriving at Southern Cross station we 
will walk up Collins St to Kings Way to view the 
decorations at Crown Casino.

After a coffee we will walk back to Collins St and 
walk towards Spring St taking in all the decorations 
along the way. When we reach the Sofitel Hotel if you 

wish we could eat lunch together at Collins Place (an 
old favourite of Ron).

Following lunch we will then board the train at 
Parliament Station.

Please email Glenda Smith at smithfamily.86@
bigpond.com to give me an idea who will be 
attending or just come along on the day.

Glenda Smith

Monday Mornings Crochet and Chat

Earlier this year our group was made aware of a 
community Christmas project being run by the 
Bayswater Branch of Eastern Regional Libraries. The 
library hoped to collect crochet “granny squares” to 
decorate a 3 metre high Christmas tree for display 
in the local Mountain High Shopping Centre. Any 
excess squares received will be used next year to 
make blankets for charity. The decorated tree should 
be installed in early December 2022

Several of our group generously used their time and 
spare yarn to contribute over 100 squares to this 
project and we look forward to seeing the completed 
tree.

Pauline Webster

New Members of Knox U3A
Welcome to the following new members. We trust you will enjoy your U3A studies and activities.

Jennifer Arnold Hazel Crawford Esther Knower Peter Murphy
Jane Broecker Anthony Crawley Margot Foster Robyn Wilson
Loretta Butler Michael Davey Ross Lang Mei Yeoh
Nancy Chen Sandra Foenander Gerard Meagher

See what events and activities are available from Knox City Council.
Go to www.knox.vic.gov.au/events
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John Clark  5 July 1945 — 19 October 
2022 

John Clark sadly passed away 
on Wednesday 19 October. John 
was a well respected leader of 
our Tuesday Cycling Group 
for a number of years before 
Parkinson’s Disease limited his 
ability to ride. In those days John 
planned the rides and ensured 
we all were able to cope with his 
expectations of keeping up and 
joining in. He also rode with our 
Friday group.

Our thoughts go to Di who has been a great rock to 
John especially over the last number of years. Both 
John and Di were members of our U3A, John never 

Vale John Clark and Harry Lobel

gave in to his Parkinson’s even taking up Lawn Bowls 
and continued riding his exercise bike most days to 
maintain his stamina and flexibility. I’m sure he is 
still riding.

Harry Lobel 23 January 1935 — 9–10 
November 2022
 Harry Lobel has also passed away. Harry was an 
original member of U3A Cycling and a leader for 
many years.

I think he is at peace now especially after the struggles 
with the onset of dementia and being independent 
after the death of his wife 20 years ago.

Our thoughts are with his daughters, son and 
grandchildren.

 Gerry Lane

Picnic, Music & Entertainment in the Park Event — Wednesday 7 December 2022

Venue: The Tim Neville Arboretum, 98 Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully, 3156.

Meet at the large undercover rotunda. 

Date & Time: Wednesday 7 December, from 10.30am.

Requirements: BYO everything you need for a picnic in the park, eg. chair or picnic blanket, food and drink 
and a sense of fun!

Music and entertainment by your very own U3A Knox music groups. 

There will also be some fantastic FREE ‘lucky door’ prizes, so come along and celebrate Christmas and 
enjoy a fantastic day out with friends. 

Events Information
The Events Committee would like to thank 
everyone for their support during a very challenging 
2022. Unfortunately, disruptions from COVID–
19 restrictions, building changes and unforseen 
circumstances prevented a number of our events 
from going ahead this year. Whilst this has been 
disappointing our members well–being is always our 
first priority. 

A number of these events have been rescheduled to 
2023, including the Fashion Show which will be held 
during the first term break. Further details will be in 
the newsletters closer to the date of the event.

We would also like to hear from you, our members, 
regarding events you would like included in our 
annual plan. Suggestions can be emailed to: events@
u3aknox.org.au or via the office.

We look forward to celebrating the festive season 
with you at the end of year Picnic in the Park at Tim 
Neville Arboretum, Wednesday 7 December from 
10.30am.  

Daphne  Ristic 
Events Coordinator



www.u3aknox.org.au 6

On site works
Stormwater drainage around new pavilion• 

Installation of canopy screw piles• 

Ongoing alterations to Existing U3A building• 

Structural Steel delivered to site• 

Netball court upgrade — lighting installation, • 
foundations for netball post and basketball towers 
and storage shed installation.

What’s coming up in the next two 
months

Structural steel frame erection• 

Roofing• 

Internal framing• 

Commence brickwork• 

Netball court upgrade — asphalting works, • 
remaining foundations for netball post and 
basketball tower.

Construction Program
The timeframe for completion of Stage 1 works and 
Stage 2 works as per below: 

Mar 2022 to Apr 2023
Stage 1 – Building and Southern carpark works

Construction of the new facility and • 
refurbishment of the existing facility.

Southern car park works• 

Following completion of this stage user groups • 
ready to move in to the new facility.

Apr 2023 to Jun 2023
Stage 2 – Northern carpark works

Demolition of existing pavilion and cricket • 
nets

Extension of northern carpark• 

It is expected that a further extension for inclement • 
weather will be submitted, which will have an 
adverse effect on the program and dates above.

The timeframe for completion of the upgrade to • 
the netball courts is now scheduled for completion 
at end of November.

Fairpark Reserve Multi Purpose Community Facility Update

Stakeholder Matters
Northern carpark and sports pavilion continue to • 
operate as per normal.

U3A Building, Southern car park & Manuka Drive • 
Entry – not available Mar 2022 to Apr 2023.

Existing Sporting Pavilion, Northern car park – • 
not available Apr 2023 to June 2023.


